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7/  zoof.afy,  oSi.S't 


Illinois  Centennial  Half  Dollar. 

OTNCK  till'  |iassa.m'  of  tlu-  hill  by  Con,£;ress  authorizin<:^-  the  coinai^x'  of 
^  one  iiuiulrid  tlioiisand  half  dollars  to  commemorate  the  luiiulredth 
anm\ i.  rsar\-  of  i!u'  a(liHissi( m  of  Illinois  into  the  Union,  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  expedite  llie  carrying-  out  of  this  plan.  The  bill  provides  that  the 
desi,qn  for  this  special  half  dollar  shall  be  selected  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>  .  The  matter  was  referred  by 
the  authorities  at  Washington  to  the  United  States  Mint  at  Philadelphia.  The 
SuiX'riiitendent  of  the  Mint  expressed  a  willini^ness  to  receive  su"!_;csti()ns 
and  accordin-h-  lluoh  S.  Ma^ill,  Jr.,  Director  of  the  Illinois  Centennial 
Celebration,  was  authorized  by  the  Centennial  Commission  to  qo  to  Phila- 
delphia and  confer  with  the  authorities  there  regardino-  the  designs  for  this 
special  coin. 

As  a  result  of  Mr.  MagiU's  conference  with  the  sujierintendent  and 
Chief  En-raver  of  the  United  States  Mint,  it  was  agreed  that  the  coin  should 
have  the  head  of  Lincoln  on  the  obverse  side  and  the  seal  of  Illinois  on  the 
reverse  side,  with  the  inscription,  "Centennial  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
1818-1918/' 

The  Chief  Engra\er  nf  tlie  Mint,  has  prepared  the  models  fruni  which 
the  dies  will  be  made,  and  assurance  has  been  oiven  that  the  coins  will  be 
completed  by  the  middle  of  Auj^ust. 

It  is  planned  to  distribute  these  coins  to  the  County  Centennial  Com- 
mittees of  the  State  at  their  par  value,  in  proportion  to  population,  and  that 
they  shall  be  sold  at  one  dollar  each,  the  profit  to  be  used  to  promote  county 
Centennial  celebrations,  or  if  a  satisfactory  county  celebration  has  already 
been  held,  then  the  proceeds  to  be  devoted  to  some  approved  war  relief.  In 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  the  coins  are  legal  tender  for 
their  face  ^■alue  and  are  subject  to  the  regulations  and  privileg-es  of  the 
reg^ular  United  States  coin.  ^ 

As  soon  as  these  coins  are  received  arrangements  will  be  made  by  the 
Director  for  their  distribution. 


The  Centennial  Half  Dollar. 

The  distribution  of  the  Centennial  half  dollars,  coined  by  the  United  States 
Mmt  under  an  Act  ot  Congress,  is  being  conducted  bv  Hugh  S  Ma^ill  r 
Director  of  the  Centennial  celebration.  The  coins  are' being  distributed  on  a 
pro  rata  bas,s  and  under  a  plan  fully  described  in  a  letter  sent  out  by  the  Director 
m  order  tha  al  ,noney  made  by  their  sale  shall  go  to  the  defraying  of  expenses 
of  Centennial  celebrations  or  be  contributed  to  war  relief.  e-^pensts 
The  letter  of  Director  Alagill,  explaining  the  plan,  is  as  follows  • 

DEAR  SIR:  o  l  . 

A.s  has  been  announced  in  the  Centenninl  'Rniir.tin        k  h 

signed  by  Pre..ident  Wilson  authorizf^g  coinal'e  oi'  on,  V-'^f.^'^'^         (^'^^Svess  and 

tennia    half  dollars.    We  have  rec  ived  word  Irum  the  rnife,^  4/'.'^  thousand  Illinois  Cen- 

that  these  coins  are  now  readj-  to  be  deliv.'red  t-nited  State.s  Mint  at  riiiladelphia 

l^^ro^^'^t^:]^  counties  or  t,.  state 

to  population,  one  coin  to  each  sixtv  p  V.°on s  as  shown  ivn  '  V°  "^'"^'^  Proportion 
Where  no  County  Centennial  organization  hi;  beL  fmn?^  J'Vderal  Census  of  1910. 

county  throuKh  the  County  Judge,  who  was  o.Vin^Hv  nnnoln  ^'^^  '^'^  furnished  to  tlie 

Coun  y  Centennial  Committee  by' the  Centenn  a    Comn.Ksion       temporary  chairman  of  his 

County  Centennial  organization   to  be  uicVeither^ ^^^^^^^^  ^^^'^  8°        th'^  local 

Celebration,  or  for  .some  form  of  approved  S  Relief  Th.  '^°'?.?/'^  County  Centennial 
be  distributed  are  as  follows-         n'^^tu  war  Keliet.    The  conditions  on  which  they  will 

be  paid^by  ^Il^e^n^V^'l^l^t'  'R!.i:;if?^;^ermust'^  'r^?'"'-  '^-V''^^''"-  -'-'"S-  to 

be  shipped.  i'^-    jl.  miiiancc  must  be  received  before  the  coins  will 

by  :^r'^uJ^^^^?^^'^,^,^:^,-i,  '^^li^^nj'?;"  r?  ^"'i^'  r^'^'    -^-'^^^  to 

devoted  to  some  approved  w.a^  ielief  l"omot.-  a  C.  nteimial  cl,.!,,:,!  ion  or  to  be 


accruing,  and 


how  uJe' profn.s'°w"l?e' use'r°'''  "^^'^'^  °'  ^'"^  ^^''^^  '^"Id-  tl'o  Profus  ... 

Vrof!ioe;tl.u^^^^'ll^ViZl']:^%^.,^^^  not  fall   into  t,„.  hands  of 

Your  county  is  entitled  to        !     . coins     liemft  1     ^''""''^        '"''"^'^  Possible. 

po,su!i::  Z'liuL'''^;:^  'i^Suii^^ot:^^^^,^,''"^^^'^^^        it  win  be  im- 

com.s  left  on  your  hands  will  be  redeemed  bv-  thTcomn1i.s^nn^''f "  exhausted.  Any  surplus 
tatioii^^oli-ecT"  ^^"'^  "^'^  *^^U^"Sped"       s^'A  as  possible,  transpor- 

Very  truly  yours, 

Tl-,^  r^r-r.       ^        11   .  ,  HUGH  S.  MAGII.T.,  JR..  I.irector. 

follows:  ^     '  '°  ^'''"^  "P«"  t'^^  1^10  census  is  as 

143;^ctroll,'3°o'o;  l^^,,^^;,  'sei  •  ^cTr"^  V '  .'^J""'"'  '^"--"^  Calhoun 

380;  Coles,  575  :  Cookf '  40  087  :  C  "awfo^d    4  38^  "c^umbl'rland  ^  ^''y-         •  '  '""f  'n 

Douglas.  326;  DuPage,  557;  Kdgar    4',5  ■  Fdt^  pV'" 'V  r^^l^  DeKalb,   557;  DeWitt,  31,-; 

284;   Franklin,   432;   Fulton    S?5  ;  Gal  atir^    "43     Gref^e  ■  -Ji^'"^"^^'  Fo'-'' 

Hancock,  510;  Hardin,  116;  Henderson  1g"'-  He^rv  fit,"  '  t  '  r""""'Jy,  402;  Hamilton,  SO?.; 
302;  Jeffer.son,  4S5;  Jersey  23''  Jo  mv  ie;^  ^-7  ^  V  '  l^'"°5"0ls.  592;  Jackson,  5.S5;  Jasper 
Kendall.  179;  Knox    769;  lAk-e    i)17    Lasilfe'  f-'J.; .  ^  -l^i,!^^"^,  1531;  Kankakeef  679  ^ 

Logari,  503;  M.acon    903    Macoup  n '  84  t    A  idison  '  1^^^^^^^^^  I>iviM«..ton  G7i; 

fo?'   l^^^^'^^'   ;ii«>;   MeDonc,ugh.'^4lX;'\V,H;nrf  Marshall,  261;  Mason, 

32ti     Monroe,   225;  Monte-omerv    i^tis-  xr,^Vrr,„    --<.  ,  l-t')J:    Menani,    21;  •  Mercer 

Perry   368;  Piatt. '272  °  Pike   177;  Pope   1?6^  P^uKskf  Pot'   ~''\Pr^'U  Peoria  lefo;' 

l^ol'^'i'^'^'  ^<^«'^  Island.  1,173;  Sa  in^e   5^    s'ani^am,  n    i  r^iV^'i'V'"";  1^6;  Randolph,  4S5;  Rich- 

528;  stark.  16.S;  St.  Clair.  1097;  Stephenson    613    tVJwIi'  rr-^T "  '  l^i.  ^'-oit.  Ifl7:  Shelby. 

Wabash,  21S;  Warren,  388;  Washington    "1^    w'.Jn,  To J'' .^^^^  ■■^^^  Vermilion,  1299 

1,406;  Williamson,  751;  M-innlba^  "\\°'^^^  '^'^e,  384;  Whiteside,  57,-.;  Will,' 

Ttcelve 


A^oney  Talks 


Lincoln  Half 
Very  Attractive 

Considered  Most 
Beautiful  U.  S.  Coin 


By  TED  HAMiMEB 

(Librarian,  Amerlc;in  Numlbinatlc  a&socln 
tion) 

One  of  the  few  coins  considered 
by  both  artists  and  collectors  as  one 
of  the  most  attractive  in  American 
history  is  the  so-called  Lincoln  half 
dollar  of  1918.  It  commemorated 
the  lOOth  anniversary  of  Illmois 
statehood. 

Some  collectors  and  others  con 


30  The  Wichita  Eagle 

Sunday   MonilnK.   Feb.    1'.;,  Ill.'til 


.sider  the  coin  the  most  beautiful 
ever  issued  at  a  United  States  mint. 
If  there  was  any  criticism  about  the 
appearance  of  the  coin  at  the  time 
it  appeared,  no  evidence  is  found 
today. 

On  the  obverse  of  the  half  is  the 
bu.st  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  word,'^. 
"Centennial  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  ' 
the  date,  motto,  "In  God  We  Trust" 
and  the  word  "Liberty."  On  the  re 
verse  side  are  an  eagle  and  the 
words  "State  Sovereignty  National 
.  .  E.  Pluribus  Unum  .  . 
States  of  America  .  .  .  Half 


others  were  authorized  by  congress 
later. 

All  100,058  of  the  Lincoln  halves 
were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia 
mint  in  1918  and  were  placed  on  the 
market  in  Illinois  at  $1  each.  The 
obver.se  was  designed  by  G.  T. 
Morgan  and  the  reverse  by  J.  R. 
Smnock,  mint  employes.  (The  latter 
designed  the  Roo.sevelt  dime  27  years 
later.)  Like  other  commemoratives, 
the  Illinois-Lincoln  coin  must  be  un- 
circulated— bright  and  new  in  ap- 
pearance—to have  any  value  to  col- 
lectors. So  many  were  issued  that 
the  .series  probably  will  not  become 
a  rarily. 


Union 
United 
Dollar." 

This  was  the  first  coin  com- 
memorating the  centennial  of  the 
admission  of  a  state  to  the  union 
and    it   set    a    precedent.  Several 


SUNDAY  JOUrOJAL  c,  STAR 
Lincoln,  Nebraska 
Februar)'  12,  1967 


^iiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!i!iii!  Coin  Hox  iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii^ 

I   Lincoln  Half  Real  Gem  | 


By  Joe  Planus 

The  world  will  little  note 
nor  long  remember  the  1918 
Illinois  Centennial  Commeni- 
orative  hall-dollar    hut  i  h  e 


beautiful  piece  is  one  of  the 
genuine  gems  of  the  U.S. 
commemorative  series. 

The  likeness  of  Honest  Abe 
of  Illinois  appears  on  this 
legal  tender,  U.S.  half-dollar. 
George  T.  Morgan  designed 
the  obverse  which  shows  the 
likeness  of  Lincoln  sans  beard. 
"Centennial  of  the  State  of 
Illinois"  is  also  inscribed  on 
the  obverse. 

John  R.  Sinnock,  who  was 
later  to  design  the  Roosevelt 
dime,  created  the  coin's  re- 
verse which  includes  the 
arms  of  the  state  of  lUinois. 
The  eagle  is  can-ying  in  its 
beak  a  ribbon  with  the  state's 
motto,  "State  Sovereignity, 
National  Union,"  inscribed 
thereon. 

This  coin  was  the  first  of 
many  to  commemorate  the 
states.  It  is  also  considered 
to  be  one  of  the  most  artistic 
pieces  of  the  commemorative 
pieces.  Although  the  coins 


sold  for  $1  each,  not  all  were 
purchased  at  the  time  of  is- 
sue. Unsold  pieces  were  kept 
in  a  bank  at  Springfield,  111., 
and  actually  sold  for  less 
than  the  price  of  issue  around 
depression  time.  Today,  a 
brilhant,  uncirculated  gem 
will  cost  anywhere  from  $29 
to  $33. 


Numismatic  News  li/eekly 


February  13,  1D73 


Lincoln  Image  Holds  Record 
For  Most  Exposures  on  Coin 


Our  16th  President,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  served  as  the  leader 
during  our  nation's  greatest 
crisis— the  Civil  War. 

In  his  acceptance  speech  after 
his  nomination  for  the  United 
States  Senate,  Lincoln  stated:  "A 
house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand;  I  believe  this 
government  cannot  endure 
permanently  half  slave  and  half 
free." 

He  was  true  to  this  declaration 
for  the  rest  of  his  political  life  and 
never  wavered  from  this  grim 
determination  that  the  "Union 
ShaU  and  Must  be  Free." 

In  numismatics,  Lincoln  is 
immortalized  as  he  appears  on 
one  of  the  world's  best-known 
coins,  the  U.S.  Lincoln  cent.  No 
coin  in  the  history  of  the  world 
has  had  so  many  pieces  struck, 
and  millions  more  are  minted 
daily. 

Ernie  Hood,  well-known 
Southern  California  collector,  has 
honored  the  Lincoln  Memorial 
with  a  reproduction  in  Lincoln 
cents.  His  work  is  so  beautiful 
and  authentic  that  it  is  now 
housed  in  a  Ripley  "Believe  it  or 
Not"  Museum. 

Another  Lincoln  item  is  the 
Illinois     Centennial  Com- 


Medal  shows  Lincoln 
and  Hannibal  Hamlin,  his 
first  vice-president. 

memorative  half  dollar, 
authorized  by  Congress  and 
issued  in  1918,  with  100,000 
minted.  These  commemorative 
pieces  show  the  head  of  Lincoln 
on  the  obverse;  the  reverse 
features  the  Illinois  State  Seal. 
This  coin  is  highly  prized  by 
collectors. 

Lincoln  is  equally  at  home  on 
our  paper  money.  He  appears  on 
the  $5  denomination  of  U.S.  notes, 
silver  certificates,  national 
currency  and  Federal  Reserver 
banknotes. 

In  May  of  1860,  Lincoln  was 


nominated  for  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States.  During  his 
campaigns,  a  tremendous 
number  of  political  souvenirs 
weije  issued,  in  all  types,  styles 
and  sizes,  the  most  famous  of 
which  are  the  ferrotypes.  These 
were  made  from  actual 
photographs,  in  most  cases  by 
Matthew  P.  Brady,  the  famed 
historian-photographer  of  the 
CivU  War. 

One  of  the  photographs  used 
was  produced  by  photographing 
the  bust  of  a  Currier  &  Ives  print. 

In  his  first  campaign,  Lincoln 
appears  beardless  and  virile,  the 
picture  of  towering  strength,  as 
produced  in  the  early  ferrotypes. 
Hannibal  Hamlin,  the  candidate 
for  vice  president,  appears  on  the 
reverse. 

There  are  many  different 
styles  and  types  of  these  of  the 
first  campaign,  but  more  were 
issued  during  the  second  cam- 
paign of  1864,  in  which  Lincoln 
now  appears  as  the  bearded, 
more  sedate  statesman.  He  no 
bnger  seems  carefree  after  his 
years  of  heavy  burdens  during 


Maurice 
Gould's 


Lore  of 
Numismatics 


half  dolllVTnr  +h  ""in"  P'^^''^^  °"  commemorative 
naiT-aoilar  for  the  Illinois  centennial. 


his  White  House  stay,  and  his 
somber  appearance  reflects  the 
times. 

Also  in  use  during  the  second 
campaign  were  "portrait 
badges,"  which  were  worn  at  the 
various  conventions  and  public 


meetings.  An  unusual  one  was 
made  by  taking  a  beardless  bust 
and  adding  a  beard  to  it  by,  a 
retouching  process. 

All  of  these  pieces  are  colorful 
and  the  reverses  of  the  various 
ferrotypes  in  this  later  period 
show  Johnson,  the  candidate  for 
vice-president. 

One  unusual  medal  that  would 
have  pleased  Lincoln  if  he  had 
lived  to  see  it  had  engraved  on  the 
reverse:  "Presented  by  the 
Citizens  of  Perth  Amboy,  New 
Jersey,  to  Thomas  Peterson,  the 
first  colored  voter  in  the  United 
States,  under  the  provision  of  the 
15th  Amendment  at  an  Election 
Held  in  that  city  March  31,  1870." 
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AVOCATIONS 


Check  List  of  U.  S.  CommemoratiYe 
Half  Dollars 


Name  Date 

World  Cuhmiliian   Kxp, .  1892 

World  Columbian   Kxp..  1893 

Panama  Tacific  Exp   1915 

Illinois  Cenlcnnial    191S 

Maine   Centennial    19J(I 

I'ilgrini  TerLentenar.\  .  .  .  192(1 

Same  type   1921 

Missouri  Centennial    ...  1921 

Same  tj  pe    1921 

Alabama   Centcmiial .  .  . .  1921 

Same  type    1921 

Grant  Memorial    1922 

Same  type    1922 

Monroe  Doctrine  Cen- 
tennial   192.) 

1 1  nKuenot- Walloon  Ter- 
centenary   1924 

Lexington-Concord  Ses- 

quicentennial    192.1 

Stone  Mountain  Me- 
morial   19-'' 

California  Di.imond  Ju- 
bilee   1925 

Fort  Vancouver  Centen- 
nial   1925 

S  c  s  q  n  i  c  c  n  tcnnial  ol 
^Vmericau  Lndepend- 

ence    192o 

Oregcju    Trail    Menn.nal  I92(j 

Same  type    192ti 

\erniont  Sesquiccnten- 

nial    1927 

I  l.twaiian  Sc^iiui  centen- 
nial   192S 


Oregon    Trail    Memorial  1928 

Oregon    Trail    Mcmmial  19,!j 

Oregon    Trail    Memorial  19.U 

Maryland  Tercentenary.  19J4 

Tc.xa»   Centennial    19j-l 

Darnel   Boone  Bicenten- 
nial   19j4 

Same  type   1935 

Same  type,   D  mint..  19.15 
Same  type,   .S  nunt..  1935 
Coimccticut  Tercente- 
nary   1935 

.\rkan.->as  Ceutcnni.il .  .  .  .  1935 

Same  tyjie    1935 

Same  type    1935 

Hudson,  .\".   v.,  Se-^qui- 

centennial    1935 


Number 
Minted 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Designer 


9.50, niio 
1,549,3IJ0 
27,164 

1110,058 

50,028 

200,012 
20,053 
15,400 

5,000 
59,038 

5,000 
67,215 

4,250 

274,077 

87,080 

162,099 

1,, SI  4, 709 

80,594 
14,994 


Bust  oi  Columbus. 
.Same  type. 

Columbia     with     child;  Cj.ddcn 

Gate  and   setting  sun. 
Bust  of  Lincoln. 

Amis  of  State  of  Maine. 

Governor  Bradford. 
Dated  1921. 

Frontiersman  with  coon-skin  cap. 
2*4  in  field. 

William  W.  Hibb,  first  governor, 
and  Thomas  E.  Kilby,  gover- 
nor in  1920. 

2x2  in  field. 

Gen.   Grant  in  uniform. 


Ship  and  globes.  .  .  .C.  E.  Barber 

F.au'le  with  spread  wings  on 
I'    S.  .Shield.  .Geo.  T.  Morgan 

Kagle  Geo.  T.  Morgan 

anil  J.  R.  Sinnocli 

Wreath  tif  pine  needles  and 
cone-,.   ..Anthony  de  Francisci 

The  Maytlowei  Cyrus  Dallin 

Frcjiitici  sni.oi  .iiiil  Indian 

Robert  .\itken 

L.irge  eagle  on  shield. 

Laura  (i.  Fra>ei 


Small  star  in  field. 

Pres.    James    Monroe    and  John 
Quincy  Adams. 


Ailmiral  Ccdigiiy  and  William  the 
.Silent. 

The   .Minute  Man. 


l£i|uc>trian    tigines   "1    Gen.  Lee 
and  Gen.  ■  Si.inewaU"  Jackson. 


Log   c.iliin    and    tall  trees. 

Laura  G.  Frasei 


Tw.j      ligures  representing 
.North  and  .^onth  America. 

Chester  Beach 

The  ~liiii  ".\'eu  Nederland." 

Geo.    T,  Morgan 

Olil    i'.elfry    at  Lexington. 

Chester  Beach 

l.aige  eagle  on  mountain 

crag  tiut/on  Horgluni 


.Miner  uashing  gold  from  gravel.    Large  California  bear  J.  Mora 


Dr.  John  McLoughlin,  builder  of 
I'ort  \'ancou\er. 


580,528     I're-..      Wa^hingnm     and  I'n 
Coolidge. 

48,030    Lidian    standing,    map   ol  C. 

in  background. 
100,000    S.  mint. 

28,142    Ira  Allen,  founder  of  \  crmont. 


10,008    Capt.  Janie»  Cook,  disco\erer 
Hawaii. 


6,U2S  Same  type  as  1926. 

5,250  Same  type,  D.  Mint. 

7,006  Same  1..  pe,  D.  Mini. 

25,015  Cecil  t.  alvert.  Lord  Baltimore. 

2j5,113     Large     eagle     superimposed  on 
star. 


10,li07     Daniel    Hooiie,    to  left. 


10,000 
5,005 
5.005 


25,0  18  \  icw  of  the  Charter  Oak. 

13,0  12  Inili.ui  and  Liberty  lieads 

5,505  D.  Mint. 

5,:)U6  S.  Mint. 

10,Ul}8  Ship  sailing  to  left. 


Krc  mtier-man  with  gun,  fort 
and  mountain  in  back- 
ground L.iura    ( ■.  Frascr 

I'be  Libertj  Bell. ..J.  K.  Sinnock 

Conestoga  w.igon  drawn  liy 
o.xen  L.un  a  i'l.  l-raser 


N'erniont  Catamount,  Battle 
of   Bennington,    1777-1927.  _ 

Charles  Keck 

Haw.inan  chief  in  full  re- 
galia ;  .it  left,  reproductioli 
oi  village  at  fool  of  IJia- 
niond  llill  and  along  Wai- 
kiki  Heach  Chester  Beach 


.vrnis  of  ih^  State  with  sup- 
porters Hans  Scbulcr 

.Angel  with  spread  wings, 
aim  thrown  over  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  Alamo, 
portraits  of  Sam  Houston 
at  left  end  and  of  .Stephen 
F.  Austin  at  right,  six 
Hags  aVjove. .  . .  Ponipeo  Coppini 

Chief  Black  Fish  of  the 
Shawnees  negotiating  with 
Boone  Augustus  Lukenian 


L.irgc  eagle  standing  left. 

Henry   Ci.  Krei^s 
Large  eagle  guanling  symbol 
ot  .\rkaiisas  flag. .  .  K.  E.  Burr 


.\ci>luue  on  a  whale. 

Chester  Beach 


